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IDEA 0318
Copy Sof &
MEMORANDUM FOR: AFCIG-5 o NOv g6
Headquarters UBAF e
ATTENTICN: Colonel L. P, Ceary
SUBJECT: KC~-135 Tauker Support

1. The inltial IFR checkout phase with XC-135 and U-.2
aircraft has been completed and the technical aspects of refueling
aave been proven feasible. It will be neceasary to establish a
scuedule of follow-on tsakers In order to complete tactics and
performance studies as well as insure & continalag proficieacy
program.

2. Preliminary lnformation oblained fromr cur first inflight
refuelings s bsea extremely encouraging ia that the capabllity is
definitely established and unquestionably provides a greater potea-
tial use of the U-2 vehicle. Aun slectronic rendesxvous beacon has
been installed as a result of the initial IFR activity, whilch we
expect to materially improve the reliability of "joln-up” techniques.
{he next gtep 1 to consvlidate these zaine by formulating oparating
instructions aad tactical doctrines which will establish standardized
procedures for both tanker and recelver crows and staff planners.

3 Four tanker sorties in a five workday pericd are con-
sidered to be the optimum program for runanlag a planaed and
closely countrolled sequence of profiles desigzned to establish factual
information for chartlay performaace data. Additional statistics
and data on "one time' tested techniques and performance will also
be aelpful in increasing the rsliabllity of that information preseatly
obtained. Uncs this phase la completed a continuing proficiency
tralalng requirement will exist.
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4. By utillziag multiple receivers for each tanker sortie
it may be possible to malintain 2 minimum pilot and squipment
readiness with an allocation of nine {9} tanker sorties per year.
Special test, operational missions, and perhaps refresher training
just prior to a critical operational miasion will necessitate a re-
quest for additional supplemeatary tanker support. To further
reduce the impact on a tanker unit furnishing the scheduled proficieacy
sorties the nine tankers per year could be programmed ae three is 3
five day period once each four months. Such An arrangement would
allow positioning of off-load fuel only ouce for each series of three
sorties.

5. Request coordination of this follow.on tanker requirement
at the earilest time possible lu order that the outlined program can
be planned and executed. We are making tentative arrangements
to utilize the four tanker sorties during the week of 4 December 1961
with subsequent three tankers per four month rate commencing in
April 1962.

FOR THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR (PLANS)

{Slgﬁed) Gorlay wi. s2CTL
BY:
STANLEY W, BEERLI
Colonel USAF
DPD/SPB/ (9 Nov 61)
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